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Why has there been an increase in the number of hate groups on American soil? In order to 

impact this phenomenon, we must better understand the ground in which hate grows. The 

current situation is critical in regard to anti-Semitism and the increase in all hate crimes. 

In 2018, ADL recorded 249 anti-Semitic incidents attributed to known extremist groups or 
individuals inspired by extremist ideology. This represents 13% of the total number of 
incidents and is the highest level of anti-Semitic incidents with known connections to 
extremist individuals or groups since 2004. 

American anti-Semitism is as old as America itself. For decades, American Jews have 
faced social discrimination, acts of vandalism against sacred spaces, and, in recent years, 
social-media harassment—and the number of reported anti-Semitic incidents has risen 
dramatically since 2016. 

The Atlantic on October 28th, 2018 

Year after year, decade after decade, anti-Semitism proves to be among the most 
entrenched and pervasive forms of hatred and bigotry in the United States. 

America-The Jesuit Review David Crary - Associated Press October 29, 2018 

According to an analysis from the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism at California 
State University–San Bernardino. In 2017 the FBI database recorded a 17 percent increase 
in hate crimes from the previous year. With more than 7,000 incidents, it was the third-
highest year since the FBI began collecting this data. If you correct for "massive 
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underreporting" in the FBI's voluntary database, the Bureau of Justice Statistics estimates 
the number of hate crimes a year could be closer to 250,000.  

Hate crimes, anti-Semitism, and racist mythologies take the place of humanity, empathy 

and cooperative modes of civil behavior in so many horrible incidents splashed across the 

front page of newspapers and run on an endless loop on cable television news and on 

social media.  How do we confront this reality and change the trajectory toward what our 

founders called a more perfect union?  

The point of greatest leverage at which to intervene in a system is with operational 

paradigms. The underlying paradigm that allowed the Holocaust to happen began with   

the sustained enculturation of anti-Semitism, taught and engrained in peoples’ hearts and 

minds throughout the ages, but, when combined with a belief in loyalty to unfettered 

authority, it then became an existential threat to European Jewry. This is the most critical 

lesson that we need to teach to our children and youth. 

We must educate young people the facts about the Holocaust, so that they can develop 

the critical thinking in order to discern between fact and fiction and to understand the 

great danger that comes of misplaced authority. With abusive leaders, as well as with 

abusive parents, serious threats to humanity are generated when rage is weaponized as 

hate. 

Yuval Noah Harari, author of 21 Lessons for the 21st Century, states that we have been 

successful as a species because of the human ability to work cooperatively on complex 

problems and issues. But without a moral core and a moral code, the organizations or 

individuals who gain unquestioned power are dangerous to our health and safety and to 

civilization, as a whole. 

Where does this moral core and moral code come from? It comes from the founding 

documents of this country, which commit us to teach the principle that no matter how 

small, how powerless an individual appears to be, he or she is worthy of respect and that 

respect is insured through protection of the law. 

Butterflies of Hope and Remembrance, this year-long, educational program creates a call 

to action to those who say “Never Again”, to those who hold sacred the founding principle 

of our country in fairness and in equal treatment for all. We may have a long way to go to 

change the current trajectory.  However, the very first step is to teach our youth about the 

facts, about the dangers of misplaced authority and about their ability to choose to stand 

up for what they know in their hearts and in their minds to be a better, more humanistic 

and peaceful way. 
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