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TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL BULLETIN

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Friends,
I wish I could start out with the salutation of “Dear Congregants.” Hopefully
within a relatively reasonable amount of time we will be able to actually
“congregate.” In the meantime, the paramount duty of your officers and Board
of Trustees is the continuity and viability of this cherished House of Worship
and Jewish Community Center on Longboat Key. We intend to be here for
many years to come but to do so we need your continued membership and
generosity. As I’ve said several times before, “please stay with us.”
We are using this period to make a number of renovations, repairs and begin construction projects. Duct works
are being cleaned and sanitized, filters cleaned or replaced, carpets cleaned, air conditioners and fans cleaned or
replaced, and the building sanitized to the extent we can do so.
We are also planning and construction will begin soon on a new exit on the right side of the sanctuary. One already
exists on the left side. Walkways with railings, large enough to accommodate walkers and wheelchairs including
electric ones, are already almost complete. Each of these walkways will lead to the front of the building.
Extra security cameras and additional lighting have already been installed and are operational. A monitoring
screen has been installed in the office and allows observation of all entrances to the building. A number of other
security measures have also been completed.
Although we have been fortunate to have no incidents, the LBK Police Department rides by our premises daily at
intermittent times. You may have noticed there is often a police car in one of our parking lots during the day and
rounds are made by the PD at night.
Again I want to repeat, we are able to make these building improvements and install these security measures
because so many of you have paid your dues, joined the Leadership Circle and made extra contributions. We
intend to be here for many years to come but to do that of course we need you.
Stay safe, stay well.

Stuart Sinai, President
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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY
Say the Kaddish in English? We can’t do that! We have never done anything
like that before! We pray so much of the service in English. We read English
translations of our Torah readings. Where did this idea of the Kaddish in
English come from?
We were discussing shiva and mourning at one of our Tuesday morning
sessions. Without getting into the meaning of the Kaddish as a whole, or the
religious significance of the Kaddish, we simply asked: “what do the words
mean?” Turn to page 294 in Mishkan T’filah and you will find a translation.
In one of our upcoming Tuesday morning Judaism classes I plan to translate
the Kaddish (which is mostly in Aramaic) into English word by word. Let me share with you that one of the first
assignments we had in our Aramaic class at the Hebrew Union College was to translate the Kaddish from the
Aramaic into Hebrew. By the time you read this Bulletin I may even be a little daring and, in fact, read the Kaddish
in English at a service. Don’t worry I would do this along with and not instead of the original.
Throughout our history we Jews have lived, worked and prayed in many languages. My remarks last month
about my Jewish journey focused to a great extent on language. Our Mishkan T’filah has English translations.
These translations can be viewed as substitutes for the original, or as a way to connect with the original. The
transliterations are another way to connect. We can use the transliterations as a way to pray in Hebrew without
having to learn how to read the language, or we can use the transliterations to assist us in learning how to read
the Hebrew. Transliterations may seem to be a radical innovation. Let me tell you that there are Orthodox prayer
books that in addition to transliteration have an English translation above each Hebrew word along with a fluent
translation of each sentence.
The Tuesday morning classes on December 1 and 8 will review the Kaddish with word by word translation and
discussion.The goal is to make every Jewish worshipper as comfortable as possible with the words we pray.
Rabbi Stephen L. Sniderman
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Despite the continuing pandemic, our congregational
family continues to find ways to engage with interactive
offerings. As we gather during our Friday afternoon
Cocktail Hour, our virtual world has not prevented us
from looking forward to rich engagement. Creativity and
innovation point us in the direction of many celebrations
in the coming months.
I am writing to enlist you as our Goodwill Ambassador.
What does that entail, you say?
Temple affiliation patterns are expected to change over
the next several years, creating a more competitive
environment. As priorities shift, members continue to
demand quality programming and the kind of hospitality
that will keep them coming back. The Union for Reform
Judaism calls this “Audacious Hospitality.” We call it our
“Temple Family!”
It is time to dedicate ourselves to share the enthusiasm
we have for our amazing Temple with as many people
as possible. You can lead by example. This is where
you, our Goodwill Ambassador, can make a difference.
Take it upon yourself to attend services, if only virtually,
participate in programs and most of all, volunteer in
running some of the many activities. We are in dire need
of volunteers. I would be delighted to hear from you to
explore your passion and encourage your participation.
We are blessed with a caring, scholarly, engaging and
dedicated Rabbi Stephen Sniderman. Our services
are inspiring, and the sermons are informative and
thought provoking. We have a choir that continues to
thrill us with ever improving music, thanks to Dr. Ann
Stephenson-Moe and her many professionals and
volunteers.

Our Bulletin, Directory and publicity are the envy of
other organizations, thanks to Dr. Sandy Packard,
Lynn Burton, Allan Goldfarb and Barbara Pressman.
Our dedicated and talented leaders, with President
Stuart Sinai at the helm, are working diligently
to provide us with the level of expertise, financial
responsibility and vision for a better organization. Get to
know your very competent board members and I believe
you will be impressed with the level of excellence they
bring to the table. Their enthusiasm is catching; let it rub
off on all of us.
It is time to let the secret out, to tell as many people as
possible and to make it our mission to bring in guests
and visitors with the hope we can engage them in a
meaningful way. It is nice to have a hidden gem, it is far
better to have a shining diamond for all to see.
With every new event, new partner and new experiment,
we come closer to fulfilling our vision of a “Center for
Jewish Living on Longboat Key.” You can help your
temple continue its progress for many years to come.
Be part of that bright future we all yearn for; participate,
volunteer and serve.

Isaac Azerad
Executive Director

Our programming continues to improve with every
added offering. Please review this issue for the many
events we’ve prepared for you this season. Ask your
friends, members and nonmembers alike, to join you in
registering for all the great programs.
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT
I had listed seven very important projects to be completed in our October Bulletin. I am pleased to announce the
approval of four more vital projects to be implemented for your safety, comfort and security. These four important
projects are as follows:
1. Construction of an additional exit on the right side of our Sanctuary. An emergency sidewalk will lead directly
from this exit to our main sidewalk, leading to and away from our front entrance. A protective two-rail railing will be
attached to this particular sidewalk for your safety.
2. Necessary repairs will be made to three areas on the ceiling of the Sanctuary.
3. Upon the completion of the repairs to the ceiling and the work to be done on the flex ductwork in our ceiling,
we will begin to repaint the ceiling and walls of our Sanctuary. We are going to upgrade the flex ductwork that had
previously been approved by our Board of Trustees. The upgrading consists of replacing insulation and resealing
throughout the entire duct system where necessary. We will be removing the sixteen radial diffusers in our ceiling
for cleaning and reinsulating. After all the ductwork has been accomplished, we will begin to fog our entire duct
system with chlorine dioxide. In order to make sure that we are receiving good air quality, we will be performing air
analysis tests for better assurance, to insure that what we have completed in our Sanctuary has provided us with
acceptable air quality via our large air handlers. We have already tested for the presence of lead and asbestos,
and the results of these tests proved that we have absolutely no lead paint or asbestos within our Temple.
4. We plan to improve the humidity level of our Sanctuary to help insure your safety and comfort. While our large
A/C units are maintaining the proper temperature for your comfort during services or programming, we plan to
install two large commercial dehumidifiers within our air handlers that will be operating twenty-four hours per day
to reduce the relative humidity to a level in the area of 50%-60%. At this level of relative humidity we are able to
help prevent the presence of mold, which is prevalent in many of our Florida residences and in certain commercial
buildings. The American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, & A/C Engineers recommend keeping the humidity
below 65% and the EPA advises only up to 60%. We plan to use Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value (MERV
13) filters in conjunction with our dehumidifiers to lessen the possibility of mold spores and viruses entering our
Sanctuary. To be able to achieve a MERV 13 rating, a filter must be able to catch 90% of particles in the 3-10
micron range, 85% of particles in a 1-3 micron range, and 50% of all particles within the range of 0.3-1 micron
range.
After we have completed the new exit in the Sanctuary, we plan to have the carpeting in the Sanctuary and
our Social Hall deep cleaned, along with the seating areas of our Sanctuary. The cleaning operation will also
encompass the stained glass windows, chairs on the Bimah, lecterns, organ speakers, organ, and wooden
covering on our walls.
I will keep you advised on how our improvement projects are progressing during the following months in our
Bulletin. We all look forward to the day we can again be together as a congregation in our Temple. We will all
feel better and appreciate the many improvements that have been made for our safety, comfort and security. In
order for our Temple to continue to be your Center of Jewish Living on Longboat Key, we need to keep updating
and improving our facilities for our current members, and for our future members who will be joining our beautiful
Temple.
Allan Goldfarb, Vice President of Administration
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MEN’S CLUB
We have several programs planned sponsored by the Men’s Club for our congregation that will keep us all safe
in the COVID 19 pandemic. We will be gathering via Zoom, not in person and though we will miss eating bagels
and lox together, we can enjoy each program unshaved and in pajamas. Small consolation for missing our
conversations and friendship together, but soon we will be once again have breakfast together at the Temple.

December 13, 2020, 10:00 a.m.

Walter Frank discusses, “Do You Need an Investment Advisor?”
Walter Frank has just published a book entitled, Do You Need An Investment Advisor. Walter has been in the
brokerage business for over 40 years. We look forward to his talk. To access this program please register with the
Temple office by calling 941-383-3428, or emailing info@tbl-lbk.org. There is no charge for this program.

January 10, 2021, 10:00 a.m.

Stuart Tauber will present and lead a discussion on How the Corona Virus effects Sports.
Stuart has extensive experience with professional sports teams. To access this program please register with the
Temple office by calling 941-383-3428, or emailing info@tbl-lbk.org. There is no charge for this program.
We want to thank Bob Gary for his very enlightening and interesting talk. He has warned us of things that may
happen. Of course all of us hope for a very smooth transition with the new administration.
As always, all Men’s Club programs are open to both men and women. If anybody has suggestions for topics or
speakers please contact me.
You all received a membership application last month. Please fill it out and send it along with your application to
the Temple. Do not be bashful; if you do not have the application just send your check along with a note to the
Temple office. Dues are $40. Thank you for your participation.
We look forward to being with everyone in the very near future. In the meantime stay safe.
Lewis Moyer, Men’s Club President
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BETH ISRAEL WOMEN’S CLUB REPORT
As we continue to navigate these challenging times, the BIW Board has been working to develop programs to
keep our members engaged.
In addition to our Monday Movie program, it has been suggested that we choose two local families in need to
“assist” with food and toys to help them enjoy the upcoming holidays.
We are also looking into a tutorial program about managing the internet. Of course, our Book Club continues to
thrive with a new selection each month followed by a facilitated discussion.
All of these activities are open to BIW members.
We wish you good health and a peaceful Chanukah.
Nancy Cohen & Sylvia Pastor, BIW Co-Presidents

BOOKS & BROWN BAGS
The first meeting of the 2020-2021 season was held on Monday, November 9, at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom.
Corinne Sniderman was the facilitator for Feast Your Eyes by Myla Goldberg. Kelli Veit was in charge of
“Zooming.” Cilka’s Journey by Heather Morris will be discussed on Monday, December 14 at 1:00 p.m. with
Judith Glass as the facilitator. This is a semi-factual story of a young girl sent to a Soviet gulag at the end of
World War II. It is a sequel to The Tattooist of Auschwitz, but the book stands on its own.  
Mark your calendars for these future books:
January11
Apeirogon by Colum McCann

March 8
The Yellow Bird Sings by Jennifer Rosman

February 8
The Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks

April 12
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Happy reading.
Gloria Sabin, Chairperson
Tena Tessler, Co-Chairperson
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
Our committee members are Isaac Azerad, Carole Cohen, Gloria Feibus, Karen Gary, David Gorin, Marion
Levine, Phyllis Leiberman, Lisa Mirman, Lew Moyer, Susan Newmark, Sylvia Pastor, Maxine Tauber and
Bob Vigder.
We have been reaching out to members during this pandemic, encouraging all to participate in the many programs
TBI is offering.
Following the survey David Gorin developed to which many of you have responded, Gloria Feibus met with
several single members to brainstorm possible program ideas.
Our collection of nonperishable food for Second Chance Last Opportunity went well on Erev Yom Kippur thanks
to volunteers David and Susan Gorin, Susan and Ken Newmark, Barbara Pressman, Debbie Nyman, Carole
Cohen, Judy Tobias, Maxine Spitzer, Arlene and Paul Skversky. Encouraged by this success we have
collaborated with Alice Blueglass and the Social Action Committee again and will coordinate two more food
drop-offs for Second Change Last Opportunity at TBI, one on November 20 and one on December 18.
We encourage you to make donations online to Second Chance through the Flanzer Foundation which will
match your donation dollar for dollar. Money collected will be used to purchase food at Walmart and to provide
Thanksgiving platters to those in need.
Finally, Social Action and Membership Committees are participating in a Jewish Family and Children’s Services
project to adopt several seniors who need assistance and purchase needed gifts for them for Chanukah.
Please look for announcements in the emails sent to you for more information on our projects and programs. And,
you can always contact one of our members with questions or for help navigating the internet to donate to Second
Change Last Opportunity through the Flanzer Foundation.
Karen Gary, Membership Committee Co-Chairperson
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A NEW COLUMBARIUM FOR TBI
The Cemetery committee is pleased to announce that after lengthy negotiation, TBI has purchased and
construction has begun on a second 48-niche Columbarium at Palms Memorial Park in Sarasota. Our first one
has been sold out for 10 years.
Niches will be $2,500. However, a pre-construction sale price of $2,100.00 will be available until
December 31, 2020.
We have also purchased 50 additional plots. The present pricing is $3,200, per plot. Pricing will increase to
$3,700, starting December 31st, 2020.
This pricing is available for Members only. If you are in need of burial arrangements, we urge that you take
advantage of these opportunities. Please call the office and someone from the Cemetery Committee will contact
you.
Stuart Sinai & Dr. Howard Tessler, Cemetery Committee Co-Chairpersons

TBI SPOTLIGHT: Friday Night Cocktail Hour
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SHABBAT DINNERS
Our Shabbat dinners remain a popular activity and now that more members have returned, our number of
meals have gone up. We are working on engaging additional caterers.
Dinners will be available on December 4, December 11, and December 18 and will feature
Chanukah-related menus. Watch for our weekly menus in our e-blasts.
Since Christmas and New Year’s are on Fridays, we will resume dinners on January 7, 2021
after these holidays.
Marion Levine, Vice President for Special Projects and Membership

Susan Benjamin & Cantor Jay O’Brien

will perform an extraordinary, multi-media
program, bringing everyone together through the
transformative power of art and musical theater.
From the 1920’s to the present, Jewish musical
theater composers and lyricists have addressed
societal and human relations issues, encouraging
empathy through their work. This presentation
combines elements of several musical
biographies, all centered on a significant theme.
A champagne-dessert reception will follow the
program, with a chance to meet the performers.

A Force For Uniting America!

ALAN JAY LERNER OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN

When: Sunday, February 14, 2021
Time: 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM
Location: Temple Beth Israel
567 Bay Isles Road Longboat Key, FL 34228
Cost: $40 Members of TBI & LBK Education Center
$50 non-members
NOTE: No payment is due at the time of registration in case this
concert has to be cancelled due to the pandemic. We will reserve
your spot and contact you one week prior for payment or any updates.

RICHARD RODGERS

STEPHEN SONDHEIM

JERRY HERMAN

For Reservations:

941-383-3428

www.tbi-lbk.org or info@tbi-lbk.org

PAGE 10 I WWW.TBI-LBK.ORG

DEC 2020

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Dear TBI Congregation,
Thank you for your generosity toward our local charities at the food drive, last month. Thank you for your charity
over the years in your contributions to Turning Points and All Faiths Food bank. Thank you for your donations to
our Temple for all types of gifts and remembrances. Thank you for your loyal commitment to TBI and your heartfelt
desire to financially support our Temple in varied ways. Thank you for your warm generosity. With your Leadership
participation, you have ensured that we continue with programs and services that are supported by funds above
and beyond regular membership dues.
You have helped us raise almost $85,000. We are still aiming high and hope to add to that before the end of the
year. These funds enable us to provide extra attractions and projects for all of us to enjoy. Help us be all that we
can be. To the following Leadership Circle members, Thank you!
(Names received after the publishing deadline will be added to next month’s list).
Phyllis & Eliot Arnovitz
Patricia & Norton Baron
Barbara & Edwin Biron
Marvin Black
Alice & Murray Blueglass
Barbara Blumfield
Sue & Michael Boorstein
Wendy and Ross Born
Deborah Cohen
Judge Edward Cohen
Beatrice & Ralph Einstein
Nancy & Rabbi M.B. Eisenstat
Joel Feidelman
Sharon & Herman Frankel
Nancy & David Freund
Christa & Frank Fineshriber
Suzan & Barry Friedman
Elise & James Galinsky
Suzan & Dr. Philip Gaynes
Pat & Dr. Philip Gelber
Ann & Dr. Sheldon Glickman
Shelley & Sy Goldblatt 			

Miriam & Allan Goldfarb
Jan & Melvin Goldsmith
Susan & David Gorin
Ruth Gorton
Robin Green & Jay Greenblatt
Joyce & Dr. Jon Gudeman
Debby & Gerald Hamburg
Joel Hamovit
Dr. Audrey Heimler
Sue Jacobson
Doris Kaplan
Sy Klionsky
Sandra & Ben Krause
Ruth Kreindler
Marion Levine
Nessa & Richard Levine
Bonney & Len Libman
Rise Loshaek
Lois Lowsky
Suzanne Lutkoff
Betty & Judge Marvin Morse
Marilyn Naditch

Sue & Bob Nusbaum
Richard Olin
Dr. Sandra Packard & Lewis Moyer
Paula Post
Barbara Pressman
Margot & Jack Robinson
Amy & Peter Roth
Marjorie & William Sandy
Karen & Willard Saperston
Molly Schechter & Harold Ronson
Lois & Alan Schottenstein
Sharon Schreiber
Estelle & Dr. Burton Silbert
Mary Ann & Ted Simon
Carole Shaw & Stuart Sinai
Carole and Ira Singer
Claire Smith
Donna & Edward Sobel
Maxine & Bob Spitzer
Barbara Struth
Marilyn Taub
Tena & Dr. Howard Tessler
Kelli & Howard Veit
Robert Vigder

Alice Blueglass & Barbara Pressman, Leadership Circle Co-Chairs
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LIFE & LEGACY
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota/Manatee Counties presented a Life & Legacy Community Celebration on
Zoom on Thursday evening, November 12. The purpose was to recognize and celebrate all donors to the program
in the community. Rabbi Daniel Cohen from Stamford, CT, a nationally recognized speaker on leading a life of
legacy was the guest speaker. Suzanne Lutkoff represented TBI with a short testimonial.
The federation reported the following results to date for the ten participating organizations
in Sarasota & Manatee Counties:
Legacy Commitments: 629. Estimated Value: $19,000,000
Donations Already Realized: $2,321,873
Anyone interested in information about the TBI Life & Legacy Program, or in joining the 50 current members
of our Program, please contact Isaac Azerad at the temple office.
.
Bob Vigder, Life & Legacy Committee Chair

Pledged Members
Isaac Azerad
Alice Blueglass
H. Murray Blueglass
Barbara Blumfield
David (z”l) & Maggie Brenner
Gloria Feibus
Joel Feidelman
Frank & Christa Fineshriber
Walter & Marlena (z”l) Frank
Elise & James Galinsky
Dr. Philip & Suzan Gaynes
Miriam & Allan Goldfarb
Bernice Gourse (z”l)
Robin Green
Jay Greenblatt
Norman & Barbara Gross

Dr. Audrey Heimler
Sue Jacobson
Sy Klionsky
Benjamin & Sandra Krause
Richard & Nessa Levine
Marion & Dr. Bernard (z”l) Levine
Bonney & Len Libman
Suzanne Lutkoff
Donald & Judith (z”l) Markstein
Marvin & Betty Morse
Lewis Moyer
Sharon Oper (z”l)
Dr. Sandra Packard
Irwin & Judith Parmet
Barbara Pressman
& Robert Berns (z”l)

Helen Rauch (z”l)
Peter & Amy Roth
Gloria Sabin
Marjorie Sandy
William Sandy
Suzanne Schuster
Carole Shaw & Stuart Sinai
Sidney & Theresa Sinick (z”l)
Rabbi Stephen & Corinne
Sniderman
Marilyn Taub
Marjorie L. Tick (z”l)
Robert & Judy (z”l) Vigder
Mel Weisel & Fran Mann (z”l)
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1 BILLION DOLLARS pledged nationwide
in support of our Jewish Communities
across the United States and Canada!

“Providing Jewish communities with
proven tools and training to help
them secure their long-term financial
goals is absolutely vital. Through the
LIFE & LEGACY® program, I’m
hopeful that we will be able to help
sustain vibrant communities that
allow future generations to enjoy our
rich Jewish culture and heritage.”
-

The Following Legacy Donors have ensured that future
generations will enjoy Temple Beth Israel and a
Jewish presence on Longboat Key:
Isaac Azerad
Alice Blueglass
H. Murray Blueglass
Barbara Blumfield
David (z”l) & Maggie Brenner
Gloria Feibus
Joel Feidelman
Frank & Christa Fineshriber
Walter & Marlena (z”l) Frank
Elise & James Galinsky
Dr. Philip & Suzan Gaynes
Miriam & Allan Goldfarb
Susan & David Gorin
Bernice Gourse (z”l)
Robin Green
Jay Greenblatt
Norman & Barbara Gross
Debby & Gerald Hamburg
Dr. Audrey Heimler
Sue Jacobson
Sy Klionsky
Benjamin & Sandra Krause
Richard & Nessa Levine
Marion & Dr. Bernard Levine (z”l)

Bonney & Len Libman
Suzanne Lutkoff
Donald & Judith (z”l) Markstein
Marvin & Betty Morse
Lewis Moyer
Sharon Oper (z”l)
Dr. Sandra Packard
Irwin & Judith Parmet
Barbara Pressman
& Robert Berns (z”l)
Helen Rauch (z”l)
Peter & Amy Roth
Gloria Sabin
Marjorie Sandy
William Sandy
Suzanne Schuster
Carole Shaw & Stuart Sinai
Sidney & Theresa Sinick (z”l)
Rabbi Stephen & Corinne Sniderman
Marilyn Taub
Marjorie L. Tick (z”l)
Robert & Judy (z”l) Vigder
Mel Weisel & Fran Mann (z”l)

Harold Grinspoon

Temple Beth Israel is
proud to participate in
this national effort to
ensure our Jewish
heritage continues for
future generations!
For more information about
LIFE & LEGACY program
please contact:
Isaac Azerad, Executive Director
Office: (941) 383-3428
iazerad@tbi-lbk.org
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JFSMVirtual
Check out
all Federation
virtual events at
jfedsrq.org/events
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DONATIONS
BIW Kitchen Fund

Lecture Series Fund

Happy special birthday!
Robin Green
Deb Cohen
by Mac & Bob Spitzer

In support of the 92Y
at TBI Program.
Temple Beth Israel
by Richard Kirsch

In honor of your special birthday!
Bob Vigder
by Susan & Randy Mallitz

In support of the
TBI Speaker Series.
Temple Beth Israel
Temple Beth Israel
by Aaron & Barbara Rosenzweig
by Ellen DiZio

General Fund

Library Fund

Honoring the birth of
great-grandchildren
Russell Wyatt Heimler
and Rylie Pearl Galianni.
Dr. Audrey Heimler
by Jan Ellison

In memory of Mimi Edlin
and Hermine Silver.
Temple Beth Israel
by Beverly Peterman

Facilities Fund

In appreciation of the
92Y programs.
Temple Beth Israel
by Carolyn & Joel Mangel
In memory of Ruth Engman.
Suzy Engman Weber
Suzy & Mark Weber
by Connie Mederos-Jacobs
by Stacy Rolfe
Wishing you both a happy
birthday! We hope you can
come back to Longboat Key
soon!
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Pollack
by Sumner Alpert & Joyce Rosenthal

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
In honor of your Birthday!
Rabbi Stephen Sniderman
Spencer Sniderman
by Shirley Fein

Thank
You!
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
DEC 2: Estelle Silbert

DEC 14: Philip Lieberman

DEC 3: Sheila Kasdan, Melvin Taub

DEC 15: Patricia Gelber

DEC 4: Marion Levine

DEC 18: Ruth Gorton, Riva Hecht

DEC 7: Emma Katz

DEC 23: Martin Edelman, Florence Harr

DEC 9: Melvyn Weisel

DEC 25: Connie Schwartz

DEC 10: Arlene Skversky

DEC 28: Arleane Stier

DEC 11: Faye Dannick, Marta Fried

DEC 29: Esta Grocer, Ruth Lerner, Michael Perilstein

DEC 12: Mary Ann Simon, Roberta Wladis

DEC 31: Suzanne Weinstein

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
DEC 9
Rabbi Jonathan & Marty Katz, celebrating 20 years

DEC 25
Gerald & Debby Hamburg, celebrating 59 years

DEC 10
Ronald & Esther Emmerman, celebrating 60 years

DEC 27
Judge Marvin & Betty Morse, celebrating 67 years

DEC 17
Irwin & Ada Eisenfeld, celebrating 71 years

DEC 28
Howard & Kelli Veit, celebrating 34 years

DEC 22
Michael Sherrow & Ellen Leef-Sherrow, celebrating 52 years

DEC 30
Ralph & Beatrice Einstein, celebrating 70 years
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DECEMBER YAHRZEIT RECITALS
DEC 4

DEC 11

DEC 18

DEC 25

Louis Adler
Irwin Berger
Milton Blueglass
Sylvia Burgin
Jeffrey Camiener
Rose Casden
Leonard Cohen
Harry Gruskay
Carolyn Harris
Louis Heit
Samuel Herman
Joel Lazar
Michael Motyl
Rabbi Herbert Rose
Dr. Fred Sherrow
Arthur Weiss
Sidney Yavetz

Barnett Bakal
Anne Cohen
Sarah Glickman
Ted Haber
Jacob Harburger
Fraenze Harburger
Constance Kaiser
Ruth Leis
Grete Mohr
Sheila Olin
Eric Orne
Dr. Martin Packard
Albert Robinson
Minnie Ross
A. Sidney Roth
Rose Rubin
Kathy Sandy
Naomi Silvermintz
Joy Turner

Dr. Alan Barson
Margaret Brooks
Hannah Casden
Marilyn Cole
Ruth Freedman
William Pannier
Brar Riewerts
Michael Sabin
Robert Walder
Max Weiner

Abe Cranman
Marvin Fein
Arthur Gruskay
Ann Isenberg
Faye Israel
Morris Israeloff
Moritz Katz
Berti Katz
David Koshen
Jacob Krum
Lenore Krum
David Levine
Arnold Manasse
Marla Melman
Lester Rothenberg
Paul Rotenberg
Rose Salk
Lucille Weil
Joseph Weinberger
Sidney Weiner
Ivan Weiskopf

DECEMBER YAHRZEIT DONATIONS
In Memory of

Jason Abbott
Albert Balk
Edwin Black
Rose Boorstein
Ann Boyle
Jeffrey Camiener
Sherman Cooper
Irving Edelman
Andrew Eldredge
Louis Galinsky
Gabriel Gelber
Ellen Gellert
Adeline Gerson
Ludwig Goldschmidt

Donated by

Norman Greenwald
Suzan Balk Friedman
Marvin Black
Michael Boorstein
Dr. Philip & Pat Gelber
Carol Camiener
Joyce Cooper
Carol & Martin Edelman
Joyce Cooper
Elise & Jim Galinsky
Dr. Philip & Pat Gelber
Dr. Philip & Pat Gelber
Dr. Audrey Heimler
Miriam Goldfarb

In Memory of
Arnold Heimler
Molly Horwitz
Louis Jacobson
Lillian Kushner
Joel Lazar
Matilda Meyers
Robert Nusbaum
Samuel Pastor
Frances Sabin
José Sambursky
Judy Vigder
Roz Weiner
Jeanne Wilder
Maurrie Wiseman

Donated by

Dr. Audrey Heimler
Sue Jacobson
Sue Jacobson
Estelle & Dr. Burton Silbert
Howard Cohen
Dr. Philip & Pat Gelber
Bob Nusbaum
Irwin Pastor
Gloria Sabin
Joyce Sambursky
Bob Vigder
Judge Edward Cohen
Skip Wilder
Bonney Libman
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TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL BULLETIN

MY JEWISH JOURNEY
Michael & Sue Boorstein

Our Foreign Service Lives:
In 1969, my wife Sue and I were both graduate students at the University of
Colorado. I was studying for my MBA and Sue for her teacher’s certification. Sue
brought home an announcement that the State Department was having a written
exam to be a Foreign Service Officer. As both Sue and I had studied abroad while
in college, I was attracted to the idea. Another influence was my parents, both
immigrants from Ukraine in the 1920s. So, in December of that year, I went to
Denver and sat for the exam. In those days, roughly 25,000 young people took
the exam, and typically the State Department hired 500. A few months later, after
an oral exam in Salt Lake City, I found out I was one of the lucky ones.
In August 1970, I began my 35-year career as a Foreign Service Officer –- a fabulously rewarding career for both
of us and for our daughter. When I arrived in Washington, D.C., I was 23 years old. My salary was $10,080 per
year. At the time I thought that was a fortune!
A bit of context: in 1970:
Richard Nixon was President; the United States was in the midst of the Vietnam War; the first Boeing 747
commercial flight from the US to London took place; the Kent State killings of four college students occurred;
the Cold War with the USSR was just eight years after the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis; and the US did not have
diplomatic relations with China.
At the Department of State in 1970, William P. Rogers was the Secretary of State; if a female Foreign Service
Officer married a male Foreign Service Officer, the woman had to resign. There was no such thing yet as married
FSO couples.
The United States Foreign Service, which deploys worldwide, protects, and serves America’s people, interests,
and values. Foreign Service Officers and their spouses are trained to know the importance of representing the
United States abroad. There are currently 15,000 Foreign Service Officers –- 5,800 FSOs from State, and the
remaining 9,200 from USAID, Commerce, and Agriculture, serving in Washington and at 307 posts abroad in 190
countries, embassies, consulates, and diplomatic missions. While progress has been made, the makeup of the
Foreign Service still does not reflect diversity in the US.
Our Backgrounds:
I was born in Washington, DC and grew up in Bethesda, Maryland. Sue was born and grew up in South Bend,
Indiana. My parents were both immigrants from pre-revolutionary Russia (Ukraine). I graduated from Beloit
College in Wisconsin, where I met Sue, married and our daughter Tamara was born. We attended graduate school
at the Univ. of Colorado. Sue is a second generation Polish American.
I was selected to be a Foreign Service Officer via a highly competitive process and was accepted as an
administrative officer, one of the five career tracks available at the time, the others being consular affairs, political
affairs, economic and commercial affairs, and public affairs, via the US Information Agency. All of us were
commissioned officers of the President. Jews were accepted in the Foreign Service in 1970, but there was a
perception among Jews that there was anti-Semitism in the State Department. Personally, I did not encounter it.
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During my FS career from 1970 to 2005, we served at seven overseas posts in Europe, Africa, Canada, South
America, and East Asia. I studied and used six languages: Italian, French, Russian, Polish, Spanish and Chinese.
Sue taught at international schools in Kinshasa, Zaire, Moscow, USSR, Warsaw, Poland, Caracas, Venezuela
and Beijing, China, and received her Master’s Degree in Teaching from the University of Ottawa during our tour in
Canada. Our daughter Tamara (Tammi) attended schools overseas in Palermo, Kinshasa, Ottawa, and Moscow.
Throughout our career, it was important to stay in touch with our families, we mailed cassette tapes and hosted
our closest relatives at most of our posts (why nobody came to see us in Africa is still a mystery!) During our tour
in Moscow, I was able to see my father’s family who did not leave –- an Aunt and many cousins. It was a very
enriching experience. In Warsaw, we went to Auschwitz and saw the wrenching suffering of so many Jews and
others and witnessed the bare bones of what was left of the thriving Jewish community in Poland prior to WW II.
Our final overseas post was in Beijing, where I was the Minister-Counselor for Administrative Affairs, a very senior
position, working for a wonderful Ambassador, J. Stapleton Roy. I helped with the initial planning for a future
campus for the International School of Beijing, where Sue taught. The school was dedicated in 2002. I also worked
on the selection of a future site for a new American Embassy, work that I continued subsequently in Washington.
The new embassy was dedicated in 2008.
Among my assignments in Washington, I was involved in the successful re-building of the “bugged” American
Embassy in Moscow during the 1990s and spent a year at Harvard University doing research. During a short stint
at the American Embassy in Kyiv, Ukraine, I was able to visit the village in Ukraine where my mother was born. My
final assignment before retiring, I was the first director of the United States Diplomacy Center, planning for a future
museum of American diplomacy, which now exists. I retired in September 2005.
After my retirement, I had a second career with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), 2006-2010.
PAHO is the regional office of the Americas for the World Health Organization (WHO). I was the Director of
Administration, a senior position, and my job involved frequent travel to Geneva and to PAHO offices in the
Americas. I helped with the response to the devastating earthquake in Haiti in 2010 before leaving that job.
I returned to the State Department in 2011 and did intermittent work until 2017. Working in Washington, Kyiv,
Minsk, Nairobi, Mogadishu, Luanda, and Conakry. I also did short-term work for the World Health Organization
in Monrovia, Liberia 2015, and was named to a United Nations Board of Inquiry that took me to Abuja, Nigeria in
2012. We are now happily retired in Longboat Key!
Longboat Key and Sarasota have given us opportunities to relate our overseas experiences to the many
organizations in the area – Temple Beth Israel and the Sarasota Institute of Lifelong Learning (SILL), among
others. I have been the Board Chair of the Foreign Service Retirees Association of Florida (FSRA), with almost
400 members, who share camaraderie several times a year at locations throughout the state.
.
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Beyond the Bimah: Sy Klionsky

Members’ Personal Stories in Choosing TBI
“No situation is too big for me to tackle. I have always tried to rise to the occasion.
Do the best you can with what you got. He is rich who is happy with what he has.”
Sy Klionsky
This sage bundle of personal mantras is deeply embedded in the Klionsky family
psyche, firmly instilled by the trials and triumphs of Sy’s grandparents who
immigrated to Binghamton, NY in 1902 to escape the ghettos of Russia and the
tenements of New York City. These values were modeled and continued by Sy
as he himself came into the world in adverse circumstances. Today, despite the
Painting by
loneliness and isolation he has felt because of the pandemic of 2020 and the
Marc Klionsky, Master Portrait Artist
passing last year of his dear wife Carole (z”l), he continues to focus on the good
in his life. He truly treasures his connection to his seven children and 13 grandchildren - a bond that was most
poignantly illustrated in a recent TBI Zoom Friday Night Cocktail Hour when three generations of the Klionsky
family joined in as he shared his Jewish journey.
Seymour (Sy) entered the world dramatically on Jan 18, 1934. His mom, Marion, labored for 42 hours as the
baby was presenting breech. She was attended to by a Catholic doctor who literally got on his hands and knees
to pray “Save the mother, sacrifice the baby!” Both of Sy’s parents lost their fathers as infants, so the prospect
of losing Marion was too painful for the family to endure. Alas, both miraculously made it through the birth. As Sy
reminisces on his start in life, he is conscious that his birth was also sandwiched between the Great Depression
and Kristallnacht. Like his fellow octogenarians, he subsequently lived through the challenges of President FDR’s
death, Hiroshima, and JFK’s assassination. It is no question his resilience has been shaped by all these events.
There are two faces of drama, however, and some of Sy’s most joyful memories are when he was a community
“theater guy” in his native Binghampton, NY. He played Luther Billis in South Pacific, the Rabbi in Fiddler on the
Roof, and a role in How to Succeed in Business Without Trying, amongst others. Even now he has a penchant for
acting and singing and broke out in a Dr. Suess inspired “Happy Birthday” song for Rabbi Sniderman’s birthday
which coincided with the Friday night TBI Zoom Cocktail Party.
Sy, “The Numbers Guy”, graduated from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania in 1955, majoring
in Economics and Investment. His thesis was entitled “The Advantages of Writing Options in Large Portfolios.”
Fellow TBI members as well as family members joke that no matter how many times Sy explains the interworkings
of stock options, they still don’t understand what he is talking about His professional career includes 20 years at
E.F. Hutton, and an additional 20 years at Morgan Stanley Dean Witter where he was a Senior Vice President.
The Improbable Journey from Orthodox….to Reform?
Sy was a steadfast Orthodox. At the age of 24, he was the youngest trustee and later became president of Beth
David, the local Orthodox synagogue in Binghamton,NY. Having come from a solid Orthodox lineage, he was
genuinely turned off by the Reform Movement. He recalled an experience when he first visited the local Reform
temple wearing his yarmulke and was asked, “What is that thing on your head?” He emphatically did not like the
idea of the choir, nor did he like the organ. Little did he know then that later in life he was destined to be married to
a beautiful soul who loved both music and being a choir member, and who would serve in a number of leadership
roles at a Reform synagogue on Longboat Key!
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Sy and Carole were introduced through mutual friends when a colleague overheard him sharing, “I want a Jewish
girl from a small town” during a dinner meeting in NYC in Sy’s EF Hutton Days. They were married in 1986 and
she joined him in Binghamton.
When Sy and Carole bought their Corey’s Landing home in 2003, Sy did not want anything to do with TBI because
it was Reform. On one fateful day, however, he was at the TBI office when he was shocked to run into Rabbi
Lance Sussman who was in town as the Scholar in Residence. Rabbi Sussman had been a phenomenon in Sy’s
old stomping grounds. As a young Rabbi, Sussman took a position in 1987 as the Head of Jewish Studies at
SUNY Binghampton. While he was a professor there, he served as the rabbi at a Reconstructionist congregation,
Temple Beth-El, in Endicot (only a short ride on the newly constructed road from Binghamton). Then, in 1990
he became a rabbi at Temple Concord in Binghampton. He garnered the love and respect of the entire Jewish
community in his midst- including one stubborn Orthodox named Seymour!
At this point Sy and Carole had been residents on Longboat Key for three years and had not joined TBI.
In addition to his seeing Rabbi Sussman at TBI, Rabbi Eisenstat made a lasting impression on Sy when he said,
“You were obviously a big deal where you came from. Now you have a responsibility to belong here.” It was then
that Sy realized that in order for the Jewish community to thrive on the island, each and every Jew who enjoyed
having Jewish friends needed to support TBI. He not only joined immediately, he later became a key ambassador
for temple membership. When he became TBI President he said to others exactly what Rabbi Eisenstat said
to him in his true ‘tell it as it is’ manner, “You would not have any Jewish friends if TBI was not here.” As this
happened every time he and Carole met up with any Jewish residents, Carole gently reminded Sy that if continued
saying that to everyone, they may scare away all their friends.
Sy now takes great pride in the fact that he has served TBI as President (2012), Chair of the Speakers Committee,
and Chair of the Ritual Committee. His is also the only member of TBI to complete his second Bar Mitzvah at the
age of 83. We want to pay tribute to Sy’s late wife Carole whom we miss very much. When we joined the temple
community with our children in 2016 she was to us one of the gentlest and most welcoming souls. Rabbis knew
her by her code name “Solomon”, due to her loving kindness and wisdom in solving complex problems. May her
memory be a blessing for the Klionsky family and her Temple family.
Lisa and Lee Mirman, Beyond The Bimah Editors
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LAST CALL FOR 2022 EARLY RESERVATIONS!

TBI is Going to Israel!
Join Us for the Next Step on your Jewish Journey!
PLACE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY – SAVE $100 PER PERSON!

When will the trip happen? The earliest dates will be 2022 between late April to mid-May or
the latest dates will be mid-September through October. Remember, we are talking 2022 –
that’s 16-17 months from now or 20-21 months.
Who’s going on this trip? For the most comfortable and easy travel in Israel, each group will be
comprised of up to 20 people. The first group is already 50% reserved. The number of
reservations received by November 30 will determine the number of groups. It is anticipated
that this will be primarily an older adult trip and the daily itinerary and pace of activity will meet
the needs of that audience. Those placing early reservations by December 15th will receive a
$100/person discount off the final trip price. We also anticipate that many travelers will be first
time visitors to Israel or have not been to Israel in recent years.
Do Travelers have to be members of TBI? TBI members & immediate family including partners & adult children and
grandchildren are welcome. Friends who are not members are welcome upon payment of first year’s TBI membership.
What does the itinerary look like? At this time, we are planning a 12-14-day itinerary that will include a
comprehensive tour from the northern most points to Eilat in the southernmost point and all the major cities and sites
in between. We are planning at least one shabbat in Jerusalem and a Shabbat visit to TBI’s sister congregation Beit
Daniel in Tel Aviv. We also expect to meet with Israeli historians, political figures and leaders in Israel’s technology,
arts, and medical fields. The itinerary will be determined in part by the interests of those making trip reservations by
November 30.
Any idea what the cost will be? At this time, we are planning a 12-14-day itinerary that will include a comprehensive
tour from the northern most points, to Eilat in the southernmost point, and all the major cities & sites in between. We
are planning at least one shabbat in Jerusalem, and a Shabbat visit to TBI’s sister congregation Beit Daniel in Tel Aviv.
We expect to meet with Israeli historians, political figures and leaders in Israel’s technology, arts, and medical fields.
What do we do next if we are interested in going to Israel with TBI? To reserve your seat on the bus in Israel, please
make a $100 per person, fully refundable deposit today! Please complete the short reservation form found at the
back of this issue and send it to Temple Beth Israel, 567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228, along with a check
payable to TBI (memo Israel 2022) or with your credit card information.

Note: Rabbi’s Preview article continued on page 43
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Temple Beth Israel - The Center for Jewish Living on Longboat Key
Join us for first VIRTUAL 92Y season! Due to the current Covid-19 Health Crisis, we are offering our
pre-recorded 92Y programming online with a LIVE follow-up group discussion via ZOOM at 7:30 PM!
This is open to the entire community, free of charge! PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED and can be
done by visiting our website at www.tbi-lbk.org, emailing shana@tbi-lbk.org or by calling (941) 383-3428.

Wed. December 2 – 6:00 PM

Wed. December 16 – 6:00 PM

Wed. January 6 – 6:00 PM

Praying with Our Hearts,
Hands & feet

The Plot Against America

Directly from France

Join the conversation between Rabbi Peter
Rubinstein and Imam Al-Hajj Talib ’AbdurRashid of The Mosque of Islamic Brotherhood Inc two friends, and brothers from different
neighborhoods as they search together for a way
forward according to the values of their faith
traditions. Rabbi Rubinstein and Imam Talib are
both members of the A Partnership of Faith in New
York City for over 25 years. A Partnership of Faith,
including the senior clergy of the city’s religious
institutions, was founded to speak out on important
issues of injustice and to act as a calming influence
in the city in times of struggle. (rec. 6/18/20)

Wed. October 21
Wed. November 4
Wed. November 18
Wed. December 2
Wed. December 16
Wed. January 6
Wed. January 20
Wed. February 3
Wed. February 17

David Simon’s chilling adaptation of the Philip
Roth masterpiece, The Plot Against
America, follows the plight of a working-class
Jewish family after Charles Lindbergh wins the
Presidency and turns the country toward
isolationism, xenophobia, and fascism.

Join Rabbi Peter Rubinstein and Rabbi
Delphine Horvilleur, writer and co-leader of
the Liberal Jewish Movement of France, for a
conversation on “Being Jewish in France
Today: The challenge of Antisemitism and the
Promise of the Republican Spirit.”

Simon and cast members (John Turturro,
Morgan Spector, Philip Roth, Winona Ryder)
sit for a conversation after a screening of the first
hour of the six-part miniseries. The conversation
is moderated by NPR’s Peter Sagal. (rec. 3/6/20)

This event is part of the series “France and
Judaism: 2,000 years of Intertwined History”
in partnership with the Consulate General of
France in New York, the World Jewish
Congress and the Musée d’Art et d’Histoire du
Judaisme in Paris. (rec. 6/17/6/20)

P.W. Singer with General (Ret.) David Petraeus – ‘The Future is Now’
Wes Moore with Willie Geist- ‘Protesting for Change’
Seth Rogen, Martha Stewart, Jane Krakowski & Friends – ‘It’s All In Your Head: Live’!
Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein and Imam Dr. Al-Hajj Talib – ‘Praying with Our Hearts, Hands & Feet’
David Simon & cast in conversation with Peter Sagal – ‘The Plot Against America’
Rabbi Delphine Horvilleur in conversation with Rabbi Peter Rubinstein – ‘Directly From France’
Rabbi Peter Rubinstein and Reverend Jacques Andre DeGraff – ‘Building Bridges’
Neil DeGrasse Tyson with Bill Nye – ‘COSMOS: Possible Worlds’
Barry Sonnefeld with Jerry Seinfeld – ‘Call Your Mother’
This program is made possible through the generosity and support of:
CHARLOTTE P. GRAVER FUND AT THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF SARASOTA COUNTY
The Rabbi Sanford E. Saperstein Memorial Fund of Temple Beth Israel that initiated the 92Y
to honor Rabbi Saperstein and his belief in community enrichment.
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d
MICHAEL B. EISENSTAT
MINIVERSITY OF JUDAISM
Continuing Education Program

The Rabbi
Sessions
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 & 30 | 2-3PM ET
Jewish Ethical Wills

Rabbi Stephen L. Sniderman
An ethical will is a document that tries to pass ethical valuers
from one generation to another. In part one, we will read
some classic examples from Israel Abrahams' collection
HEBREW ETHICAL WILLS. In part two we will discuss
some guidelines on how we can prepare ethical wills for
our children and grandchildren

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 & 13 | 2-3PM ET
Bioethical Issues in the Age of Covid-19
Rabbi Peter Kasdan

In addition to the obligation to preserve life, Jewish law also
recognizes an obligation to alleviate suffering. The Talmud
states that extreme suffering can be a fate worse than
death. The question, then, becomes: “how does a Jewish
person, living in this age of Covid-19, balance the
obligation to preserve life when it conflicts with the duty to
alleviate suffering?” Inasmuch as suffering is always the
subjective experience of the individual, most authorities
agree that a terminally ill patient can choose to tolerate
suffering and to take interventions that will extend life. But
in a case in which the individual would prefer a quick death,
or in a case where we cannot know that person’s desires,
what is the proper course of action?

Should the obligation to preserve life take

WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY
10 &that
24 |life-extending
2-3PM ET
priority
and demand

The New Middle
East After the Abraham Accords
treatments be administered, or should the

Rabbi Howard Simon
obligation to alleviate suffering take priority
and
demand
Course
Descriptionthat no intervention, save
those to alleviate pain, be taken?
will be available soon.

The Rabbi Michael B. Eisenstat
Miniversity of Judaism is proud to
present its 2020-21 virtual programming,
featuring a special line-up of lectures
called The Rabbi Sessions, presented
online via a live ZOOM conference.
Sponsored by Temple Beth Israel and The
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee,
this Miniversity season is offered for
FREE and open to the entire community!
(Registration is required – see below)

To Register:
Visit - www.tbi-lbk.org
or email - info@tbi-lbk.org
After registration, you will receive email
links (the evening before/morning of
each course) to join the session on ZOOM
and you may receive additional course
materials to follow along.
If you need assistance with setting up a ZOOM
account, please contact our office.

Temple Beth Israel
567 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key, FL 34228
(941) 383-3428
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SERIES TOPIC:
Supporting Children
and Grandchildren
Through Their School
Days and Beyond

2020 – 2021 Virtual Speaker Series
Presented by the TBI Speaker’s Bureau

Dr. Angela Mann, Ph.D., BCBA, NCSP,
Associate Professor at UNF

TBI is pleased to announce +a unique new series of
speakers addressing issues of interest to all
parents and grandparents beginning on October
19 and continuing the virtual presentations
through February 2021.
If you are parenting your own children or enjoying
your grandchildren and want to know more about
their growth and development, you won’t want to
miss these outstanding speakers and important
topics that are designed to help you in Supporting
Children and Grandchildren Through Their School
Days and Beyond.
The series is open to the SRQ community and to
your adult children wherever they may be.
To register for the series, please contact the
Temple office at (941) 383-3428 or email tbioffice@tbi-lbk.org. There is no fee to attend.

When: Monday, December 14, 2020
Time: 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM EST via ZOOM

Discussion Topic: How School-based Mental Health Services
Support Students in This Time of COVID - Schools play a critical
role in meeting the mental health needs of youth and that has
never been more apparent than it is now during this international
health crisis. In this presentation, we will discuss the roles and
activities of various school-based mental health (SBMH)
professionals. We will also talk about the shifts to these roles
during the COVID-19 pandemic and how these professionals can
serve your family.
Dr. Angela Mann is an Associate Professor at the University of
North Florida and a school psychologist, licensed child psychologist,
and behavior analyst by training. She serves on the Board of
Directors for the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP)
and the Florida Association (FASP). Her work centers upon issues of
equity for youth with mental or behavioral health concerns.

Upcoming Guest Speakers
Richard Lieberman, MA, LEP, NCSP

Dr. Todd Savage, Ph.D., NCSP

When: Monday, January 25, 2021
Time: 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM EST via ZOOM

When: Monday, February 15, 2021
Time: 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM EST via ZOOM

Discussion Topic: Tough Topics: Youth Suicide
and COVID - What’s a (Grand) Parent to do?

Discussion Topic: The ABC’s of Gender
Diversity: Understanding Transgender and
Gender Diverse Youth.

Some topics are extremely challenging to talk about, but when the topic
is the second leading cause of death for youth in the US, we must have
that conversation. Youth Suicide facts will be highlighted, myths
dispelled, risk factors and warning signs that have been exacerbated by
COVID discussed, resources and guidance provided, and a bit of hope
delivered in this stimulating one-hour webcast.

Youths are leading the way on bringing gender diversity to the
forefront in schools and in society at-large. This session is intended
to provide participants with increased awareness and knowledge
about gender diversity, in general, and amongst children and
adolescents specifically.

TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
(941) 383-3428 www.tbi-lbk.org info@tbi-lbk.org

NEXT MONTH:
Richard Lieberman
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Family Owned.
Family Focused.
At Toale Brothers, we understand the value
of family in planning for the future and
honoring loved ones. That’s why we are still
owned and operated by the Toale family, who
have provided support, guidance and helpful
resources to the people of our community
during their time of need since 1948.

Proud to be a part of Sarasota’s history.
Honored to be a part of your family’s
celebration of life.

941.955.4171 • www.ToaleBrothers.com
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PROUD TO BE A PARTNER
IN BUILDING THRIVING RELATIONSHIPS ACROSS
ORGANIZATIONS, RELIGIONS, AND A COMMUNITY
WHERE EVERYONE BELONGS
Each one of us has the potential to impact a person, a cause,
a community. For 40 years, the Community Foundation of Sarasota
County has matched donors to causes, creating lasting impact.
You can be the one to make a difference.

cfsarasota.org
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SARASOTA LUXURY REAL ESTATE REPORT

Sarasota Real Estate: The Comfort Food for Our Uncertain Times

LEE AT MARIE SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS

When we visit some of Sarasota’s most popular destinations - St Armands Circle, the Downtown Bayfront, and Siesta Key
Beach - it is evident that whether someone wants to shop and eat, sightsee, or recreate on the beach, life for residents and
visitors here in Sarasota continues - even though 2020 has been tumultuous.
There is always a lot of press about our real estate market. The main headlines right now continue to be about “Low
Inventory.” However, I think the deeper story is “What is Selling.”

u YES, there are many multiple-offer situations.

u YES, the market for buyers is competitive.

Yet not all properties are selling equally. Today’s buyer is eyeing the big bowl of tropical fruit that is our real estate market
and they are choosing the ones that are just right. So, sellers in the same building- or even the same street- may be having
different experiences based on the orientation of the views, condition of the property, and listing price.
The local unemployment rate was down to 5.6% in September and Florida’s consumer confidence was up slightly to 84.4%
This is a fair number, certainly higher than what it was a few months ago.
For me, one of the best leading indicators of the real estate market is the Ultra Luxury Market. These are properties listed for
$3M or more. It has been very, very healthy with hundreds of properties sold in the past few months and many more closings
set in the next several months. I see this as a validation in both our community and the local real estate market.
We do not have panic buying, rather we are experiencing that our local real estate is comfort food for uncertain times.
If you want to taste, or to clear your plate to try something new, let me know.

Lisa and Lee Mirman, Duke MBAs

TBI Board of Trustees | Endowment Committee
Licensed Real Estate Broker

941 587 0740

www.InvestmentsInSarasota.com
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

24 Hour Concierge Staff
State of the Art Fitness Center
Full-Time Nurse Practitioner On-Site
Complimentary Transportation to
Sarasota activities
Full-Service Casual and Formal Kosher
Dining Venues
24/7 Maintenance Service
Hundreds of social and educational events
each month
Over 25 years of providing top quality
services and living options to
Sarasota residents

1951 N. Honore Ave. | Sarasota, FL 34235

941.377.0781 | www.AvivaSeniorLife.org

Secur-All Insurance Agency
•

AIG

•

CHUBB

•

VAULT

•

PURE

•

SAFECO

•

UNITED

•

UNIVERSAL

•

PROGRESSIVE

Celebrating 10 Years on Longboat Key

‘Thank You to past, current & Future clients!’ – Sandra Smith

510 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE #1 LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228 | (941) 383-3388
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Discover
a new way to

care for your skin
•
•
•
•
•

Comprehensive Dermatology
Skin Cancer Detection
Mohs Skin Cancer Surgery
Cosmetic and Laser Services
Medical Spa Treatments

8451 Shade Avenue, Suite 205
Sarasota, FL 34243

David S. Sax, M.D.

Board Certified Dermatologist

941-202-6274

Carlee LaPensee, MSN, APRN-C
Dermatology Certified Nurse Practitioner

Jesse LeBaron, MPAS, PA-C
Physician Assistant

2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

www.upderm.com
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IS CONCIERGE HEALTHCARE

RIGHT FOR

YOU?

Enjoy Personalized Care That’s as Unique as You Are.

As a patient with LernerCohen concierge healthcare, you have
the full attention of your private, board-certified doctor who
knows you personally, can see you at any time, and is committed
to delivering care and advice tailored to your unique needs.
Don’t just think of us as your Primary Doctor.
Consider yourself our Primary Patient.
Now accepting a limited number of patients. Schedule a meet
and greet today to see if concierge care is right for you.
1921 Waldemere Street, Suite 814 | Sarasota, FL 34239 | 941.953.9080 | LernerCohen.com

ROBERT TOALE AND SONS
FUNERAL HOME
•

PALMS MEMORIAL PARK

MANASOTA MEMORIAL PARK

WIEGAND CHAPEL

Gerald “Gerry” Ronkin
Jewish Community Liaison
170 Honore Ave. Sarasota, FL 34232

Office (941) 371- 4962

Cell (941) 809-5195

Gerry.Ronkin@DignityMemorial.com
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YOU NEED A PARTNER WITH KNOW HOW AND A PROVEN TRACK RECORD...

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED.
3939 S. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, FL 34231 | 941.922.1563
orders@sirspeedysarasota.com | www.sirspeedysarasota.com

VOTED
IN FLORIDA!

Matzo Ball Soup
Potato Pancakes
Corned Beef
Pastrami
Brisket
Pot Roast
Pickled Beets
Knishes
Chopped Liver

Reading the
newspaper has
never been so easy.
SIGN UP TODAY FOR FREE!

Dr. Brown’s Soda
Brooklyn Egg Creams
Lindy’s Famous New York Cheesecake

www.yourobserver.com/e-edition-subscribe

STOP BY
& TRY OUR

We made it even more convenient to enjoy
reading The Observer. You can now receive the
Observer’s eNewspaper delivered direct to
your inbox every Thursday.

“OY VEY”
SANDWICH

ALL MADE FRESH
ON PREMISES
BY IZZY & ANNA
Mention this ad for a complimentary
glass of Manischewitz wine!

-with purchase of $25 or more – Offer expires 04/30/2020

TH19208

HH&DD Restaurant 3131 Clark Rd, Sarasota, FL
OPEN MONDAY – SATURDAY 11 AM – 9 PM
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BARZELL

GREEN

AKARY

WINSTON E. BARZELL, MD, FACS, FRCS

s

Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

JOSHUA T. GREEN, MD, FACS

Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

EIHAB AKARY, MD
Board Eligible

CASIE L. WODZIEN, MSN, APRN, ANP-BC
3325 S. Tamiami Trl. Suite # 200
Sarasota, FL 34239

PHONE: 941.917.8488
FAX: 941.917.8475

4351 Cortez Road West, # 201
Bradenton, FL 34210

6310 Health Pkwy Suite # 210
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

Urologytreatmentcenter.com
a Division of 21 Century Oncology

Maurice Azerad, Esq.
Attorney at Law

l Residential and Commercial
Title and Closing Services
l Real Estate Purchase,
Sale or Leasing Representation
l Residential Evictions
l Corporate or LLC Formation
and Maintenance
l Business Sales and Purchases
l Florida Wills and
Estate Planning Packages
Free 15-minute phone consultation.

(941) 685-1746
maury.azerad@gmail.com
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White Bus for

Better
Futures

With Compassion We Create Better Futures

Learn more:
WhiteBusForBetterFutures.org
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SANCTUARY SEAT PLAQUES

The store you love.
Delivered.

Though we can’t yet enter our Sanctuary for services, Temple
Beth Israel is still providing the opportunity for the purchase of
engraved brass plaques to be placed on the sanctuary seat (s)
of your choice. These plaques are one way we raise funds to
support the continued maintenance and upgrade of our Temple
facilities. The cost per plaque is $500; $475 of that cost goes
directly into the facilities fund and $25 to purchase an engraved
plaque.
Plaques contain the full name of whomever you designate - only
one name to a plaque - and you may select any seat that does
not already have a plaque.

publix.com/shop
Item prices vary from in-store prices.
Service fees may apply.
Available in select zip codes.

If you are interested, please contact me (248-568-9206) and I will
arrange for you to view the seating chart so you can select your
seat. I will then take care of all the arrangements and let you
know when your plaque has been affixed to your selected seat.
Plaques are placed at the top of the seat, but they do not reserve
the seat for only you to use. Nevertheless when someone sits in
the seat that has a plaque with my late, beloved husband’s name
on it, I somehow feel they are adding to my remembrance of him.
As a psychologist, he loved people.
Sandra Packard
Vice President for Development
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EXTRAORDINARY SEAFOOD,
ORDINARY PRICE!
Mission Statement

Our mission is to be the
neighborhood choice for our
guests and their families; proudly
providing a casual atmosphere
that consistently exceeds
expectations. Great food, high
energy and honest friendly people
are the keys to our success.
Whether you’re seeking a casual
night out or celebrating a special
occasion, we always strive to
make your experience GREAT!

FEATURING:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Live Maine Lobster,
Fresh Seafood
Chicken, Veal, Beef & More
Daily Specials
Wine, Beer & Cocktails
Al Fresco Dining Available
Early Dining Menu & Happy Hour 4:00 - 5:15
with Entrées priced from $13.95, Cocktails from $5.00
LUNCH: OCTOBER - APRIL
EARLY DINING: 4:00 - 5:15 PM
DINNER: 4:00 - 9:00 PM

Located in the Centre Shops
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr.
TELEPHONE: (941) 383-0440
www.lazylobsteroﬂongboat.com
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WRITERS WELCOME
You may have noticed that this year’s Bulletins
are smaller than usual. When I began to edit this
publication, we were limited to 20 pages of content
(including ads) for cost reasons. Over the years,
however, Barbara Pressman and Allan Goldfarb
have done a yeoman’s job of expanding our paid
ads which allowed for larger Bulletin issues.
In fact, the ads pay for the total costs of the Bulletin
and the TBI Directory, plus provide extra for the TBI
annual operating budget.

Create your Jewish legacy today by contacting:
Isaac Azerad • iazerad@tbi-lbk.com • 941.383.3428

567 Bay Isles Rd., Longboat Key, FL 34228

LIFE & LEGACY program and the
LIFE & LEGACY logo are trademarks of the
Harold Grinspoon Foundation. All rights reserved.

With extra funding and an expanded Temple
program of activities, the Bulletin grew to 44 pages.
However, this year due to TBI’s reduced activity
due to the pandemic, there is much less to report
on in the Bulletin. Since obstacles often produce
opportunity for new direction, the Bulletin has begun
to publish TBI member’s personal stories. Please
consider adding yours!
Our congregation is unique. We are different
than those in Sarasota, Bradenton or Tampa-we
are a senior congregation, of varying religious
backgrounds and practices, from many different
places all over the United States and abroad. We
patronize culture and lifelong education and have
many lifetime accomplishments. We donate our time
and wealth to the benefit of others and for the most
part we live at least part of the year away from our
families. Most importantly, we come together to form
a vibrant Jewish community and to support Temple
Beth Israel.
Please consider writing about your experiences and
life by writing a page, or two, or three and sending it
to packard@oakland.edu or lynnieburton@gmail.
com.
Sandra Packard and Lynn Burton,
Bulletin Co-Editors
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DG
David Gregory

SALON
at The Centre Shops

- SERVICES FOR MEN & WOMEN

HAIRCUTS
l COLOR SERVICES
l MANICURES &
PEDICURES
l WAXING
l

THE PRIVATE DUTY HOME CARE COMPANY
Home Care Services:
• Personal Care
• Daily Living Assistance
• Light Housekeeping
• Skilled Nursing
• Respite Care and Family Relief
• Inpatient Hospital Sitters
• And Much More...

NOW ON LONGBOAT KEY!!

Call For An Appointment

(941) 383-8699

Nicci Kobritz,

nkobritz@youthfulaginghomecare.com |
941-925.9532
youthfulaginghomecare.com | theCBH.com
License 299991326

- LOCATED IN THE CENTRE SHOPS -

5370 Gulf of Mexico Drive Ste. 103

Longboat Key, FL 34228

“Great thanks and appreciation to
all the TBI members who volunteer
their time, expertise and resources
to keep our Temple community
thriving during this pandemic”

A Longboat Key Landmark
RESTAURANT
breakfast, brunch, lunch, happy hour, and dinner

GOURMET DELI / TAKE-OUT / CURBSIDE
GOURMET CATERING
CORNER STORE

WWW.HARRYSKITCHEN.COM
5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key
941-383-0777
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NAILS OF LONGBOAT KEY
Appointments Available
Walk-ins Welcome

(941) 383-9107

Nail Plaza (Next To Publix)
521 Bay Isles Pkwy
Longboat Key, FL 34228
Monday - Saturday 9am -7pm
Tel: (941) 383-6262

Michael J. O’Neil, D.D.S.
Cosmetic General Dentist

941.383.6400
email: LBKdental@hotmail.com
www.longboatkeydental.com

5370 Gulf of Mexico Drive - LBK

Help Support Our Veterans This Holiday Season
Currently the DAV and TBI are planning to give gift cards in the value of up to $25.00 to hospitalized
Veterans for holiday dinners or for small gifts for their children.

If any of our Temple members wish to make a contribution to add more Veterans to our list, it would be
greatly appreciated. To do so, members should make out a check for the DAV Post #97 and mail it to
Al Grossman, 1299 N. Tamiami Trail, Apt #324, Sarasota, FL 34236. Al and Bib will deliver your
checks to the DAV Post #97.
Through the years our Temple and the DAV have provided needed items for our hospitalized Veterans
and Al has received wonderful appreciation letters for our Temple members’ support.
We look forward to our Temple’s continued support.
Al Grossman
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Sympli, Lisette L Montreal,
Holland Ave, Lisa Todd,
Planet, Top Ligne … and more.

WEAR TO GO.
Evelyn & Arthur - Downtown Sarasota
1480 Main Street Sarasota
evelynandarthur.com
941-365-2210
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TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL BULLETIN
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Temple Beth Israel Event Calendar

Sunday

Wednesday

Monday

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL
SCHEDULED EVENTS ARE
CURRENTLY VIRTUAL AND
AVAILABLE ONLINE ONLY.
Please see the weekly E-Blasts
for updates.

6

13

Men’s Club
ZOOM 10AM

w/ Walter Frank
– ‘Do you need
an investment
advisor?

20

27

Tuesday
1

Rabbi
Sniderman’s
ZOOM Judaism
Class 11:00 AM

7

BIW Board
Meeting 11:00
via ZOOM

Speaker
Series:
Dr. Mann
7:30PM via
ZOOM

14

21

28

8

Rabbi
Sniderman’s
ZOOM Judaism
Class 11:00 AM
Exec.Committee
Mtg 2:00 PM

15

Rabbi
Sniderman’s
ZOOM Judaism
Class 11:00 AM

22

Rabbi
Sniderman’s
ZOOM Judaism
Class 11:00 AM
Board Trustee
Mtg 2:00 PM

29

Thursday

2

3

LAST DAY TO ORDER
SHABBAT DINNER
FOR 12/4 by noon

92Y – Rubinstein/

Al-Hajj Talib 6pm
FOLLOW-UP ZOOM
at 7:30PM

9

Friday

Saturday
4

ZOOM Social Hour
5:00 PM
Friday Shabbat
Service 7:00 PM
(YouTube &
Facebook)

11

Friday Night
Service 7:00 PM
YouTube/Facebook

LAST DAY TO ORDER
SHABBAT DINNER
FOR 12/11 by noon

MINIVERSITY 2PM
via ZOOM
Sniderman

CHANUKAH
(first candle)

16

17

LAST DAY TO ORDER
SHABBAT DINNER
FOR 12/18 by noon

92Y – Simon/Sagal
6pm FOLLOW-UP
ZOOM DISCUSSION
at 7:30PM

23

30

MINIVERSITY 2PM
via ZOOM
Sniderman

BETH ISRAEL WOMEN MEMBERSHIP
If you haven’t joined the Beth Israel Women (BIW) for 20202021, please do so by mailing a check for $40.00, made out
to the BIW. Simply mail or drop off to Temple Beth Israel,
567 Bay Isles Rd. Longboat Key, FL 34228.

24

31

CHANUKAH
(first day)

18

ZOOM Social Hour
5:00 PM
Friday Shabbat
Service 7:00 PM
(YouTube &
Facebook)

25

ZOOM Social Hour
5:00 PM (Tentative)
Friday Shabbat
Service 7:00 PM
(YouTube & Facebook)

Temple Office
Closed Christmas
Day

5

Shabbat
Morning Service
& Torah Study
10:00 AM
(YouTube &
Facebook)

12

Shabbat
Morning Service
& Torah Study
10:00 AM
(YouTube &
Facebook)

19

Shabbat
Morning Service
& Torah Study
10:00 AM
(YouTube &
Facebook)

26

Shabbat
Morning Service
& Torah Study
10:00 AM
(YouTube &
Facebook)

Temple Office
Closed New
Year’s Day

MEMBER STATUS:
NEW MEMBER [ ]
RETURNING MEMBER [ ]
SPECIAL INTERESTS,
HOBBIES, and/or TALENTS:
________________________

________________________
NAME: ____________________________________________
________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________

________________________

PHONE: __________________ CELL: __________________________________________
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ISRAEL 2022 RESERVATION REQUEST
Please reserve _____ seats on the Israel Tour Bus for
(please print each name)
1______________________________________________________
2______________________________________________________
3_______________________________________________________
4________________________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________________
Email _______________________________________________________
_____Check enclosed for ______ # of people @ $100 each
$_________________________
Credit card # _______________________________________
Name on Card ______________________________________
Exp Date ______________ Security Code ______
If you prefer, you may call the Temple Office at 941.383.3428 to provide
your credit card information.
I understand that this reservation is fully refundable and is subject to our receiving
the trip details including, cost, dates, and itinerary and finalizing our plans to
participate. If for any reason the trip plans do not meet our expectations, we may
cancel this reservation and receive a full refund.
Signature ____________________________________
Print Name ______________________________________
Primary Reservation Contact

MEN’S CLUB MEMBERSHIP
If you haven’t joined the Men’s Club for 2020-2021, please
do so by mailing a check for $40.00, made out to the Men’s
Club. Simply mail or drop off to Temple Beth Israel, 567 Bay
Isles Rd. Longboat Key, FL 34228.

MEMBER STATUS:
NEW MEMBER [ ]
RETURNING MEMBER [ ]
SPECIAL INTERESTS,
HOBBIES, and/or TALENTS:
________________________

________________________
NAME: ____________________________________________
________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________

________________________

PHONE: __________________ CELL: __________________________________________
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TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 BAY ISLES ROAD
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

EDITOR’S NOTES
The deadline for submission of
announcements and articles is the 10th
of the preceding month for publication.
All submissions should be forwarded as
Microsoft Word email attachments to
packard@oakland.edu. The submission
deadline for the January issue is
December 10. All articles (excluding ads)
should be submitted in 14 point Arial
Narrow font.
The Bulletin has been blessed with many
individuals who would read and find
the errors in submitted articles before
we went to press. Their skills make for a
very polished Bulletin. This year we add
gratefully added Richard Olin and Elise
Galinsky to the already distinguished
panel of Carole Shaw, Estelle Silbert,

Gloria Sabin, Lewis Moyer, Jen Shaw
and Shana Johnson - all ably coordinated
by Bulletin Co-Editor, Lynn Burton. To
volunteer to join this illustrious group,
email lynnieburton@gmail.com.
This year we are especially grateful to
Barbara Pressman and Allan Goldfarb for
obtaining our advertisers in this stringent
economic environment. Please patronize
these advertisers and when you do,
thank them for their continued support.
Their ads make the Bulletin and the TBI
Directory possible.
Dr. Sandy Packard & Lynn Burton
Co-Editors

